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twenty years myself; you have affronted me, know I am your King
and I will be obeyed. Is this your Church of England loyalty?
One would wonder to see so many Church of England men got
together in such a thing. Go back and show yourselves good
members of the Church of England. (Here all kneeling Dr. Pudsey
offered a petition, which the King refused saying) [I am] hearing
nothing from you, get you gone, I command you be gone, go and
admit the Bishop of Oxford, Head, Principal, or what do you call
him (one that stood by said "president") as President of the College.
Let them that refuse it look to it. Go and obey me or you shall feel
the weight of your sovereign's displeasure.

As they were going out James called them back to reprimand them
afresh for having confirmed a probationary Fellow in contravention of
a royal mandate to elect no new Fellows, and when they attempted to
justify their action he cut them short by a fresh outburst.

Even when it is read in cold print this exhibition of temper gives an
impression of gross want of self-control and of regard for the elevation
of majesty. The effect on those who stood round him further heightens
that impression. Bonrepaus, the French agent, says that the Bang's
anger prevented him from continuing his speech for some moments; a
correspondent of Pepys informed him that "His Majesty chid them . . .
with a much greater appearance of anger that ever I perceived in him";
another eye-witness says:

The King put himself into so great passion that he changed
colour and faltered in his speech, but Lord Sunderland stood by
his elbow with much sedate malice in his face.

And the worst of it was from James's point of view that with only two
dissentients the Fellows persisted in their view that it was not in their
power to elect Dr. Parker. They restated their position in a paper which
was left for James at Christ Church, and when he returned from Uni-
versity College, where he had been attending vespers with Obadiah
Walker, he received this paper, "Which answer perusing (says Antony
Wood) he said he was misinformed of the matter".

But if he actually made such a remark it represented only a passing
phase of mind. The next morning, Monday, September 5, he attended
a collation prepared for him in Bodley's Library,1 and later he held
discourse with the Vice-Chancellor and complained of the conduct of

1 "None did eat but he, for he spoke to nobody to eat", and after he had
finished he watched with interest the spectators scrambling for the remains of a
gargantuan feast.